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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



SENT VIA EXPRESS MAIL 



Express Mail No.: EV 302264119 US 



This is in response to the Office Action mailed December 19 th , 2003, in which claims 
1-5 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Ngo et al (5,793,551) ("Ngo") 
and claims 6-16 and 19-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ngo 
in view of applicant's admitted prior art ("AAPA"). 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1-5 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Ngo. 
Anticipation requires the disclosure in a single prior art reference of each element of the claim under 
construction. In re Dillon 919 F.2d 688, 16 USPQ2d 1897, 1908 (Fed. Cir. 1990) (en banc), cert, 
denied, 500 U.S. 904 (1991). 

Independent claim 1 recites: "a first coupling circuit including a capacitor and an 
active element, the first coupling circuit being connected such that the capacitor and the active 
element are coupled in series between the first input signal node and a base of the input transistor 
of the second amplifier circuit;" (emphasis added). In contrast, the^go reference describes a first 
coupling circuit including a capacitor (40) and an active element (64)-that are coupled in series 
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